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	Monthly meeting at

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

10901 Old Cutler Road

Coral Gables, FL 33156

South Entrance

Corbin Building Classroom “A”


Meeting Notice – May 22nd, 2023 – 7:15 PM

Speaker: Jeff Searle

Topic: "The World of Crotons"
A native of Florida and part of 5 generations of Searles that have or currently are living in 
Broward County. My grandparents on my dad’s side came and settled in Hallandale in 1910.
He was a tomato farmer on what is now Gulfstream Race Track. When the East Coast 
Railroad was being built, he also worked on that.

During the 1950’s and 1096’s, my father Frank Searle or “Pops” started his love for crotons

and had a small backyard nursery. Back then he grew maybe 10 – 15 croton varieties.
In 1982, Searle Brothers Nursery was started on 20 acres in Southwest Ranches. For over

25 years now, I have been very active in collecting not just new varieties but more so on

preserving and propagating older varieties that have been around for over one hundred years.

South Florida is considered the croton capital of the world.

After a 40 year run, the Searle Brothers retired and sold the land. Presently, I am growing at the house and open to appointments only. Currently my collection is close to 500 named varieties.

A special thanks to all that provided items for the raffle table along with the refreshments

	
Annual Auction – Monday October 23rd, 2023


Raffle Table – items you wish to donate to the club to raffle off to others
 

Sales Area – where members can sell plant related items they no longer want or need

Refreshments provided by members wishing to share their talented cooking or baking skills




