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Meeting – Monday May 24, 2021 

  DATE:              Monday, May 24, 2021 at 7:30 pm in the GARDEN HOUSE                                                                                                                 

                           Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables           

   TREASURY REPORT:    $15,738.54  
    RAFFLE TABLE PRESENTED BY:  All Meeting Attendees Please Bring a Plant for the Raffle  * 
    HOSPITATLITY TABLE:   No Refreshments Permitted at this time per Fairchild   
   PROGRAM SPEAKERS:    Stephanie LaRusso of Can’t Grow Squash, Inc. 
    TOPIC:                         Bromiliad Whispering 

                                                                                                  



FYI 
                                          

Open Board Member Position    

 

TFEPS has an opening for President. 

The President’s duties include conducting the monthly meetings and overseeing, with committee heads, 
events such as our annual show & sale and our annual auction.  Please contact an officer if you are     

interested—names and telephone numbers are on page 19 of this newsletter.  

                                              * Raffle Table 

As like last month, we decided that for this upcoming May meeting we wish to  ask our members, that 

plan to attend the meeting, to donate one plant or plant related item for the raffle.  Like last month, we 

received an excellent assortment of items.  We wish to thank you for last month’s donations and for this 

month’s donations. 

   Treasurer’s Report 

$15, 241.01 

2021 Show & Sale 

 

With all that is going on in the world with Covid-19, and at Fairchild, a decision was made to cancel this 
year’s Show & Sale.  Hopefully 2022 will be a better year and we can plan for a show in the new year. 

                                                            Last Month at a Glance 

After more than a year of no meetings, last month’s in-person meeting was a  success.  We had 21 peo-

ple in attendance to hear Chad Husby’s presentation on Rare and Unusual Ficus and Clusias.  Our V-P, 

Ellis Brown, called the meeting to  order, introduced our speaker, and closed the meeting at 9:45pm.  

Sign-in (pursuant to Fairchild procedures*) was orderly, the presentation went as planned and the raffle 

brought in $60.00 for the society.  Thanks to all that attended. 

 

* Please review the April 2021 newsletter for Fairchild Covid-19 admission procedures 



                                   Bromeliad Propagation by Offset 

                                                                            By Stephanie LaRusso 

 

The start of April is the beginning of the most active Bromeliad growing season in 
South Florida. While the rains my not start until later in the month, consistently warmer     
temperatures encourage Bromeliads to grow faster, and often to bloom, either of which can 
kick start the production of offsets. Offsets or pups, as we often call them, are new “children” 
plants which form directly on the mother plant. The removal and planting of these offsets is 
the most common method of Bromeliad propagation because unlike propagation from seed, 
propagation from off- set most often produces a clone of the mother plant. This means that 
Bromeliad offsets are most likely to grow into adult plants with most or all the characteristics 
of your original mother. Since Bromeliads typically die after they  bloom, offset propagation 
is essential to maintain the plants in your collection. 

It is important to know that not all Bromeliad mother plants produce offsets at the 
same time, in the same quantities or from the same place on the plant. Some plants, for exam-
ple, will produce pups only after they bloom. Others may produce them only when they are 
very young. Additionally, timing and technique while removing and planting pups can make 
the all difference in their survival and also their speed of growth. Mastering propagation tech-
niques for any plant type can take a lifetime however there are a few quick tips for Bromeli-
ads that can get you started right! 

 

General Rules on when your Offset is Ready 

As a good rule of thumb, a Bromeliad offset is ready to take when it is about half the 
size of the mother plant. This rule stems from the notion that typically by the time the offset 
had grown to half the size of the parent, it has produced enough  leaves to support itself even 
if it does not yet have roots of its own. Since offsets feed off the mother plant until she is 
dead or until the connection between her and the offset is broken, Bromeliad offsets may not 
root until they are almost the size of the  mother, particularly if the mother is still actively 
growing. 

While the half size rule works most of the time, it is still  best to take offsets when they 
already have roots. Once a Bromeliad offset has roots it can collect water and nutrients on its 
own so mom is no longer needed. No matter the size of the offset, if they have roots then you 
can clip and plant them. The size of the offset, however, can affect how fast the new plant will 
grow and sometimes how large the new plant may become before it blooms. While many 
times you can take an offset that is smaller, for best results let the plant get at least half size, 
even if it has roots, before clipping. The only exception to this rule is when the mother plant is 
already dead. Any pups left on a dead, completely brown, mother should be removed once 
they have roots since they are no longer getting nutrients from the mother.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                   Continued, next page   



Bromiliads, continued 

 

Timing is important. Offsets taken during winter, particularly those without roots, may 
not develop roots until spring.  This can cause the offset to rot if there is too much rain or, if 
it survives winter, it can cause growth to be stunted even once spring starts. Additionally, 
some types of bromeliads will bloom no matter what size they are as long as they are rooted 
during their blooming season. Small offsets, therefore, if planted right be fore bloom season, 
may never reach full size before they bloom. 

If you want to maximize your offset production then take pups right when they are 
ready. A mother plant passes nutrients to its offsets as they grow, if you remove an offset 
then that frees up energy for her to make more. The quicker you take the offsets off then the 
more offsets you may get out of the same mother plant. 

 

Long Stolen Offsets  

Some Bromeliad offsets extend out past the parent plant on stems or stolen. Often these types 

of bromeliads produce pups before they bloom. It is easy to see when roots have formed       

because they will be above the soil. To remove them simply clip the stolen below the roots and 

you are ready to plant! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Stolen Offsets  

Many Bromeliads have offsets that start right at the base of the parent.  It is best to use the size 

method here since the roots are often under the soil. When the plant reaches 1/2 size, take a 

thin bladed clipper and slide between the mother and child until you feel the connection point. 

Stay as close to the mother plant as you can and snip. When you pull out the offset you should 

see roots. This offset is ready to plant. If you don’t see roots or   if you accidentally cut a little 

too much of the offset off don’t worry. Let the offset end dry for a day and then plant it the 

next day. 

                                                                                                                            Continued, next page 



Bromiliads, continued                                                     

 

 

 

Hair Pups 

           Some Bromiliads make hair pups at the 

base of the plants. They are given this name 

because they look like very thin hair when 

they first form.  Often hair pups form on 

plants that live a longer life like Alcantarea. 

In the case of Alcantarea, this bromiliad    

produces the most hair pup offsets when they 

are young and then don’t produce leaf base 

offsets until after they bloom sometimes 

years after. So if you want to propagate these 

plants quicker make sure you don’t miss out 

on the early hair pups!  For these types of 

offsets the rule is that the larger they are 

when you take them the better. Three to five 

inches is usually a good range. If you see 

that your plant is producing hair pups and 

you want to encourage more, keep the base 

of the plant free of dead leaves. This makes 

it easier for the offsets to form. 

 

                                              Continued,, next page 



Leaf Base Offsets 

In some Bromeliads the 

offset grows out from 

within the mother’s 

leaves. Here again you can 

use the 1/2 size rule. Once 

an offset looks ready re-

move all the mother’s 

leaves from around the 

offset until you can see the 

connection to the mother. 

Then tilt the off- set back a 

little from the mother to 

expose that connection. 

Again use the small thin 

snippers or a knife to slice 

away the connection. Of-

ten roots will have formed 

Bromiliads, continued  

 

 

Leaf Base Offsets 

In some Bromeliads the offset grows 

out from within the mother’s leaves. 

Here again you can use the 1/2 size 

rule. Once an offset looks ready,     

remove all the mother’s leaves from 

around the offset until you can see 

the connection to the mother. Then 

tilt the offset back a little from the 

mother to expose that connection. 

Again use the small thin snippers or  

a knife to slice away the connection. 

Often roots will have formed so be 

careful not to cut them away. 

 

                                                                       Continued, next page 



Bromiliads, continued  

 

Inflorescence Offsets 

Some bromeliads such as many of the Orthophytums can create offsets on the inflorescence spike. 

Particularly in Orthophytums it can be hard to tell the difference between a cluster of floral bracts 

and the offsets themselves. The best way to tell if you have offsets forming is to look for color or 

patterns that start to resemble the mother plant. As these offsets get larger this will be come fairly 

obvious. Telling when these are ready can be difficult but a general rule would be when you can 

easily separate them from the inflorescence. To check that they are in fact ready and to make plant-

ing them easier, remove the dead leaves from the base. You should be able to see some roots        

below. 

                                    Stephanie LaRusso 



The Magnificent Medinilla 

My fascination with Medinillas began about forty years ago when we went to Bob 

McCaulley’s Bamboo Nurseries in Apopka for some philodendrons.  There on display was a 

blooming Medinilla magnifica in all its glory.  I had never seen anything quite like it.  Needless 

to say we purchased a few and that began my quest for more varieties and more information 

on the genus.  That was pre-internet so the search for information was limited to a few print 

resources like Exotica and to talking with people who were willing to share information like 

Ernesto of Ernesto’ s Good Earth Nursery.  Even when the internet became available, infor-

mation was scant but I have since come to learn that: 

 Medinillas are in the family of Melastomataceae 

 There are about 400 species with new discoveries each year 

 They are native to the western Pacific Ocean Islands. Southern Asia, Madagascar 

and Africa with most coming from the Philippines 

 The genus was named for Jose de Medinilla de Pineda. Governor of the Mariana Is-

lands in 1820 

 They are found in warm humid forest environments 

 They are epiphytic evergreen shrubs or lianas 

There is a fair amount of confusion regarding the names of many of the species so what I am 

naming in this article is to the best of my ability but may be incorrect.   

If you know what you’re doing, many varieties of Medinillas are easy to grow but still fairly 

difficult to find.  Since they are epiphytes, I grow them in a peat based potting mix in hanging 

baskets or in pots.  People often ask if they can mount them in trees here but I think that 

would only be suitable if there was irrigation mounted the trees and used on a daily basis.  I 

do not recommend planting them in the ground.  Some people have been successful doing 

this, but usually when someone says they had a Medinilla but it died, it was because they 

planted it in the ground.  They are not disease prone nor are they bothered by insects..  They 

may be grown from seed or propagated by cuttings. 

 

 

The Magnificent Medinilla 

                                                                           By Marie Nock 

          My fascination with Medinillas began about forty years ago when we went to Bob 

McCaulley’s Bamboo Nurseries in Apopka for some philodendrons.  There on display was a 

blooming Medinilla magnifica in all its glory.  I had never seen anything quite like it.  Needless 

to say we purchased a few and that began my quest for more varieties and more information 

on the genus.  That was pre-internet so the search for information was limited to a few print 

resources like Exotica and to talking with people who were willing to share information like 

Ernesto of Ernesto’ s Good Earth Nursery.  Even when the internet became available, infor-

mation was scant but I have since come to learn that: 

 Medinillas are in the family of Melastomataceae 

 There are about 400 species with new discoveries each year 

 They are native to the western Pacific Ocean Islands. Southern Asia, Madagascar 

and Africa with most coming from the Philippines 

 The genus was named for Jose de Medinilla de Pineda. Governor of the Mariana  

Islands in 1820 

 They are found in warm humid forest environments 

 They are epiphytic evergreen shrubs or lianas 

          There is a fair amount of confusion regarding the names of many of the species so what 

I am naming in this article is to the best of my ability but may be incorrect.   

          If you know what you’re doing, many varieties of Medinillas are easy to grow but still 

fairly difficult to find.  Since they are epiphytes, I grow them in a peat based potting mix in 

hanging baskets or in pots.  People often ask if they can mount them in trees here but I think 

that would only be suitable if there was irrigation mounted on the trees and used on a daily 

basis.  I do not recommend planting them in the ground.  Some people have been successful 

doing this, but usually when someone says they had a Medinilla but it died, it was because 

they planted it in the ground.  They are not disease prone nor are they bothered by insects.  

They may be grown from seed or propagated by cuttings. 

 

                                                                                                                                           Continued, next page  



Medinillas, continued 

          Medinillas bloom in the Spring and again in the Fall with a few sporadic blooms in         

between.  The flowers range in color from white to pink to various hues of deep pink to red 

with at least one orange one.  The blooms may be on pendant racemes, terminal racemes or 

directly on the plant stalk .  Some of the blooms last on the plant for up to eight months.    

Every stage of the blooming process is gorgeous from the emerging blooms engulfed in their 

colorful bracts to the open flowers themselves to the seeds that emerge and remain on the 

plants like another bloom, looking like bunches of grapes.  I have had plants in 3 gallon pots 

that produced 37 blooming racemes at a time.  They like to show off! 

         There are a number of species of Medinilla that grow well in South Florida and recently  

a few hybrids have come out of Holland, Japan and Singapore that are easy to grow here as 

well.  Following are names and pictures of some of the showier ones that I grow here. 

          Medinillas have been called the Rolls Royce of houseplants.  Cantor and Buta said it best, 

“With a spectacular presence, Medinilla is the pride of and collection of ornamental plants.    

It is an exclusive plant that fully deserves its name of ‘Magnificent’.”  If you’re not yet growing 

Medinillas, what are you waiting for?  

 

 

                                                                                                                

Medinilla miniata 
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                                                                                      Medinilla stenobotrys 

                                  Medinilla mindorensis                         Continued, next page 



                                                       Medinilla “Royal Intenz” 



Medinillas have been called the Rolls Royce of houseplants.  Cantor 

and Buta said it best, “With a spectacular presence, Medinilla is the 

pride of and collection of ornamental plants.  It is an exclusive plant 

that fully deserves its name of ‘Magnificent’.”  If you’re not yet growing 

Medinillas, what are you waiting for?  

                                                  

                                                      Medinilla “Royal Pearlz” 



                                                                            Ruellia makoyana “Monkey Plant” 

                                                                      Reprinted from TFEPS June 2001 newsletter  



                                                          

           TFEPS April 26, 2021 General Meeting 

 Attendance:  21 

Treasury report:  $15,738.54 

Raffle table:  presented by multiple members. 

Program:  Chad Husby, Ph.D., Chief Explorer  at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden: 

“From Porcelain Flowers to Vines, Fruits, and Groundcovers: Exploring the Vast            

Unrealized Potential of Ficus and Clusia in Horticulture” 

 

We have survived the meeting drought! In our first in-person get-together since March 

2020, Chad Husby spoke to members about two of his favorite genera. He asserted that less is 

known about ficus and clusia than we realize. Horticulturally these are exciting times, and he 

emphasized that we are just beginning to scratch the surface of awareness of the two genera.  

The David Fairchild archive is very helpful in that regard. “I have always claimed,” Fairchild 

wrote, “that the planting of trees from other lands has a romance about it that nothing else has.” 

 

 

Ficus and clusia share several significant characteristics: 

 

 Many species are hemiepiphytes. That is, their seeds germinate in the canopy   

of a tree. The young plants live as epiphytes until their roots reach the ground. 

 They contain milky latex, which may oxidize to different colors. 

 Many to most of their species are drought-tolerant. 

 Many are good candidates for use as hedge plants. 

 

The genus ficus comprises 800-900 species in the tropics and subtropics, many of which 

remain untried here. They live in a diverse range of habitats and feature a large array of growth 

habits: trees, banyans, shrubs, epiphytes, hemiepiphytes, vines/lianas, stoloniferous shrubs, 

groundcovers… The leaves of most species are simple and alternate, although those of a few 

Asian species are opposite. The split between monoecious and dioecious representatives is  

about 50-50. 

 

 

                                                                                                                      Continued, next page 



Meeting Minutes, continued 

 

Here are some of the ficus species that Chad discussed in his program: 

 

F. benghalensis is well-known. As a banyan, i.e., a tree whose adventitious roots create 

new woody trunks upon rooting into the ground, a single specimen can cover several acres. 

That trait allows the species to overcome the height limitations of most trees. Tire magnate 

Harvey Firestone gave an F. benghalensis to Thomas Edison, and it has become a stunning   

exhibit at the Edison Estate in Ft. Myers. 

 

F. macrophylla f. columnaris, native to Lord Howe Island, is another banyan. It is      

represented in southern Florida. 

 

F. altissima is also represented in southern Florida. There is one just outside the FTBG 

fence, and another in Merrie Christmas Park. 

 

F. aurea and F. citrifolia are the only two ficus species native to Florida. 

 

F. subcordata features buttress roots. The specimen at FTBG came from the Philippines; 

it was acquired during Dr. Fairchild’s Cheng Ho expedition. Another specimen, brought from 

Java, is at The Kampong, where it has achieved fame as the Wedding Tree. 

 

F. carica has problems here from humidity. It is but one of hundreds of edible figs. 

 

F. racemosa produces figs here, but they almost never ripen or produce seeds. 

 

F. pumila is native to Asia. It makes a good wallcover when young. Its mature form 

grows out from walls and produces figs that don’t ripen. 

 

F. villosa, a vining species from southeast Asia, features brownish leaves and resembles 

a gesneriad. It is easy to propagate, but requires abundant watering. 
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Meeting Minutes, continued 

 

F. microcarpa has many cultivars. ‘Green Island,’ widely-used in southern Florida, is 

one; it was a selection of unknown origin. Its figs don’t ripen here. There is also a promising 

cultivar with round leaves smaller than those of ‘Green Island’; its stems are interesting, too.   

It stays dense, won’t destroy walls, and performs well in planters. 

 

F. menabeensis, from Madagascar, will grow on rock. It is a good bonsai subject. 

 

F. americana is a native Caribbean species. Bearing small leaves, it also makes a good 

bonsai subject. It grows easily from cuttings. Locally there is a beautiful specimen on Lincoln 

Road in Miami Beach. 

 

F. dammaropsis, from New Guinea, is a non-aggressive small tree with large, red-veined 

leaves; few figs have larger leaves. It does, however, possess some proneness to pests. Its figs 

are large, but do not have a pollinator here. 

 

F. bussei was once called the lowland form of F. dammaropsis. It is distinguished by its 

larger leaves and unusual red-hued figs. It is a little tricky to propagate. 

 

F. petiolaris features red-veined leaves. It is native to Mexico. 

 

F. virens, a tree, has seasonal reddish coloration. 

 

F. squamosa grows rhizomatous stems. Its opposite leaves are a rare feature among    

ficus species. 

 

F. auriculata, a promising food source, has been in cultivation in Florida for 100 years 

or so. Formerly known as F. roxburghii, it was a favorite of David Fairchild. A specimen at The 

Kampong was lost to Hurricane Andrew. It is cauliflorous, but its fruits don’t ripen or produce 

seed here. However, F. auriculata ‘Schokman’, a replacement (from Bogor, West Java) for the 

lost specimen, produces thick-skinned figs on its own. The fruit tastes a bit like a strawberry. 

The tree is a little tricky to propagate here. 
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Meeting Minutes, continued 

 

F. sycomorus is a cauliflorous species from central and southern Africa, where it has 

long been cultivated. It grows better here than F. carica. The specimen at The Kampong was 

lost to Hurricane Andrew. Unfortunately, its figs will not ripen outside its native range. How-

ever, the cultivar ‘Balami’ ripens spontaneously here and is easy to grow and propagate. Its 

new leaves emerge purple. 

 

F. deltoidea is one of Chad’s favorite species. It is a true epiphyte, and it is morphologi-

cally quite variable. Many of its versions feature beautiful coloration on the undersides of 

leaves. Even on the same plant, there can be variations in veins, arteries, dimpling, leaves, 

fruit, and coloration. 

 

The genus clusia is a bit simpler than ficus. It comprises a ‘mere’ 300-400 species, all 

from tropical America. In form they can be trees, shrubs, or hemiepiphytes (though not as 

prone to strangle as ficus). Leaves are simple and opposite; their stomata close during the day 

in order to conserve moisture. Plants are dioecious, i.e., they produce male and female flowers 

on separate trees. 

 

Here are some of the clusia species that Chad discussed in his program: 

 

C. flava has often—inaccurately—been referred to as C. guttifera. It is often installed as 

a shrub or hedge, but it wants to be a tree. 

 

C. rosea produces aerial roots, but they do not strangle much. There’s a variant from  

Jamaica that produces red new leaves. 

 

C. lanceolata, native to Brazil, has beautiful fruit. Because it is dioecious, it won’t be 

invasive. (In that regard, C. rosea is exceptional in that it can be invasive in places, notably 

Hawaii.) 

 

C. minor might make a better hedge than C. flava, and it doesn’t grow as woody. 
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Meeting Minutes, continued 

 

 

C. hilariana, from Brazil, has promise here. One of its forms produces almost perfectly 

oval leaves. 

 

C. grandiflora has very large leaves and large white flowers. 

 

C. fluminensis and the smaller C. fluminensis ‘Pedra Azul’ were introduced by Roberto 

Burle-Marx. The latter has been misnamed over the years. 

 

Chad emphasizes that many of the best clusias have yet to be produced in horticulture, 

and he cautioned that sometimes they take years to adjust to a new area and grow well.         

Patience truly is a virtue. 

 

Given that we are just crossing the threshold of discovery of clusias for cultivation,  

what is the Holy Grail among its species? Chad suggested that one possible candidate is C.  

obdeltifolia, a plant native to a harsh, dry region of Brazil. Another is C. diamantina, which 

features black petals. 

 

 

NEW LIFE MEMBER: 

                      Jeffrey DeMott 

NEW MEMBER: 

    Karen Bradley 
       



2020/2021 OFFICERS: 

      The 2020 TFEPS Board of Directors consists of TFEPS officers, the Immediate Past 

President, and the Directors at  Large. 



 

Membership Application – 2021-2022  
   

We offer 4 different memberships options:  

Yearly dues are for calendar year – January - December   
_____ $ 15.00 for individual   

_____ $ 17.00 for two members at the same address   

Lifetime:  
_____ $ 125.00 for individual  
_____ $ 150.00 for two members at the same address   

This is for a New Membership: _____ or for Renewals: _____  
  
                                            

                                                Please Print   

  

Name:  _________________________________________________  
Phone: H or C: __________________________________________  
E-mail: _________________________________________________  
Name:  _________________________________________________  

Phone: H or C: __________________________________________  

E-mail: _________________________________________________  
Street Address: _________________________________________  
City, State: _____________________________________________  
Zip Code + 4: ________________ + ____________  
H – Home Phone     C – Cell Phone  

  

Enclose check payable to: TFEPS  
  

Please mail to:  TFEPS – Membership  
                           P.O. Box 902094  
                           Homestead, Florida 33090-2094  


